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By when t | Fudgment's are alas] in the Earth, 


the Inbabitants ef the World will learn K. ig 
 Feomſmeſs.. 


T 


was different from that which we are now 


Part of an Anthem of Praiſe for God's Mereies, 


1 


whereas we have been preſenting our Supplications, 


if ſo be it may be a Means of averting his Diſ- 


pleaſure; though the Occaſion of the Words T 
ſay is different, yet as the Senſe they contain is 


ſuitable enough to our Circumſtances, I have 
therefore pitched upon them in order to N 
ſomething from them which may be uſeful. 


There is no Difficulty in the Words, not have | 
the Criticks, ſo far as I have obſerved, been at Wl | 
trying to alter or amend them; only Maldonat, in- 


ſtead of will would rather read fbould. And then 
the Words will run thus: ben God's Judgments 


are abroad in the Barth, the Inhabitants. of the 
World ſbouid learn Rightconſneſs —And this being 


a Reading that the Original will bear, and Og 
what ſuits my Deſign better than the other, I 
ſhall for this Reaſon give it the Preference; and 


therefore take Occaſion! from the Words 0 ſhew = 


you in the- | 482 15 
Firſt Place, What we are to underſtand by GoD 
Judgments, | | 


Secondly, The End n 8 Judgrnents ; 


of Go are ſent, And then 
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| Third! ; 70 thew what LO to be the Beba. 


viour of à People to whom they are ſent, 
under them. | 


Firſ then I am to ſhew what we are to Sa 
12 by God's Judgments. Now hereby I take 
it is meant any of thoſe ſeverer Diſpenſations of 
Providence, ſuch as Sickneſs, Poverty, Diſgrace, 
and Oppreflion, that may befall private Perſons; 
or thoſe more terrible ones of Plague, Famine, or 
War, that befall Nations or - publick Bodies of 
Men. - Only I think that to give us the fuller No- 
tion of the Matter, there ſhould be ſomething 
Great, ſomething that commands Attention, ' that 
ſhould always accompany what we call aJudgment; 
fince though every Evil that afflicts us is an Act of 
Gov, and a Token of his Diſpleaſure, yet only 
great and unuſual Events, which rarely happen, 
and when they do, are apt to amaze and aftoniſh 
us, theſe only are to be called by that awful Name 
of Judgments, 

It is not at all neceſlary to their being look'd 
upon as Judgments, that they ſhould be 1 rt 
about by Ways to us ſtrange and unaccountable; 
for many of thoſe Calamities which befell the 
Children of Jſrael might by any prudent Man of 
thoſe Times, have had good Reaſons aſſigned for 
them, ſince they happened juſt as other Things 
do in the orderly Way of Cauſe and Effect, and 
yet are expreſsly called in the ſacred Text theJudge- 
ments of Gop upon them. Thus the long and 
tedious Famine . in the Time of Naaman the A- 
rian, very likely was brought about as other Fa- 
mines are, by great Droughts and inclement Sea- 
ſons; the Winds might keep long ſome particular 
Courſe, and the Sun might ſcorch up every green 


Herb, and then ſome * ſhrewd Obſerver _ 
ay, 


GY. 


ſay, if the Heavens are Iron, what Wonder che Earth 
ſhould be as Braſs? And yet this was all by the 
| ſpecial Direction of Almighty God; *twas he that 
gave this Law to ſecond Cauſes, and made them 
thus to follow .one upon another, as appears from 
2. Kings, viii. 1. Where the Prophet Eliſha ſpake 
unto the Woman whoſe Son he had reſtored to 
Life, ſaying, Ariſe, and go thou and thine Houſhold, 
and ſajourn whereſoever thou canſt ſojourn, for - the 
| Lord hath. called for a Famine, and it ſhall alſo came 
upon the Land ſeven Years, —And ſo again in the 
Plague in David's Time, it is poſſible enough, the 
People were ſick, felt Pain, had bad Pulſe, feveriſh 
Blood, and ſuch outward Symptoms as were: ſure 
Indications of immediate Death; *tis likely too 
ſome Places might be more remarkable for Health, 
and others where it might rage with a greater Vio- 
lence, and cut down young and old without Di- 
ſtinction. And had this happen'd in our learned 
Age, we ſhould preſently have had Syſtem upon 
Syſtem, and it would have been ſhewn to a De- 
monſtration, how all this might happen in the or- 
dinary Courſe of Things. We ſhould have been 
amuſed with the Animalcles of the Air, or the 
Exhalations of the Earth, the Number of Inſects 
in the Water, or the Crudities in the Food, with- 
out having recourſe to the Hand of Providence, 
or ſuppoſing in the leaſt that it was the Effect of 
a divine Diſpleaſure, any more than the common 
Occurrences of Life. And yet the Scripture 
teacheth us to look upon it as a Judgment of Gop, 
and that it was inflicted for their Sins, and more 
eſpecially for the Sin of David in numbering them. 
Laſtly, the ſame may be ſaid of War, the ſoreſt of 
Evils which can befall any Nation. This inquiſitive 
Men ſee plainly how it begins, how the Pride and 
Ambition of ſome lays a Foundation for it; and 
the 
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( 6) 
the Covetouſnels, Diſappointment, and Revenge 


of others blow it up into a Flame. But ſtill theſe 
are but Inſtruments of an higher Will, and have 


a Commiſſion given them how far they ſhall go, f 
and no farther, Man may deſign, but *tis Gop it 
that ſuffers it to be carried into Execution. *Tis f. 
he that over-rules every Scheme of this Nature, N 
and that conſiſtently with the free Agency of Men, v 
orders Where, and When, and to what Degree it t 


Hall take Effect. Thus the frequent Wars of the 5 
. particularly that laſt with the King of Ba- t 
 bylon, in which their Government was overturned, 1 
and they were carried away captive, had nothing j 
in the Manner of coming upon them aſtoniſhing, r 
nor Ws it at all different from what by a conſider- t 
ing Man might fairly be expected. Many natural t 
Cauſes might he aſſign to ſhew how the War was t 
brought on, and many good Reaſons why in the : 
End it proved ſo fatal. But when he had done ; 
this with ever ſo much Accuracy, if he added 
no more, he would have omitted the main Article, 
fince the War was of Gop. Twas he brought 
upon them the King of the Chaldees, who flew 
their young Men with the Sword, and had no Com- 
paſſion upon young Man or Maid, old Man, or him 
that flooped for Age; *twas be gave them all into 
bis Hand. 

To be ſhort, the Caſe ſtands thus : Things | 
brought about in the ordinary uſual Way, are no 
leſs the immediate Effects of the Divine Power, 
than Things done in the unuſual. This is the 
Account the Scripture gives us every where of it, 
and with this agree the lateſt and beſt philoſophi- 
cal Reaſonings : Since no one Phenomenon of 
Nature, not the moſt ſimple involuntary Motion, 
not even the Gravitation of heavy Bodies, can in 
any Sort be accounted for, but upon the Suppoſi- 

tion 
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tion of the immediate Concurrence of Gop. And 
if the common Caſualties of Life, much more muſt 
great and remarkable Events (as Things that 
command our Notice) be referred unto him as the 
immediate Author of them. Whenever there- 
fore any ſignal Calamities befall a Nation, let the 
Manner wherein they happen, and the Methods 
whereby they are inflicted, be uſual or unuſual, 
they are to be look*d upon as providential Diſ- 
penſations; and however our modern Wits may 
term it Bigotry and Superſtition, or others, in the 
Levity or Unthinkingneſs of their Mind, may call 
it natural (a Word, as they uſe it, of no determi- 
nate Meaning) yet Scripture and good Senſe will 
tell us otherwiſe, will teach us to call them what 
they truly are, the Judgments of Gop, — Having 
thus explained to you what is meant by Gop's 
Judgments, and ſhewn you that there are ſuch 
Things, I proceed, 3 | 
Secondly, To ſhew what End they ſerve, and 
wherefore they are ſent. Now an End they al- 
ways ſerve, and a wife and good one too. They 
are called Gop's Voice, to make Men hearken ; 
his Scourge, to make Men feel; and they are ſent 
upon the Account of our Sins, either (when theſe 
are very great and crying) to cut off and to deſtroy; 
or elſe to bring Men to their Senſes, to ſhew them 
wherein they have exceeded, and ſtrongly diſpoſe 
them to amend their Conduct. We cannot with 
Truth, and therefore in Juſtice we ought not to 
ſay, for what particular Sins, nor upon account of 
what particular. Sinners, ſuch Judgments are ſent, 
nor ſhould we conclude, that becauſe they ſuffer 
ſuch Things, that therefore they are greater Sin- 
ners than others; but only in general that the pub- 
lick Misfortunes that befall any Nation are the - 
Judgments of Gop, and ſent to them for the Pu- 
. niſnment 
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©. ap 
niſhment of their Sins, This to every one read- 
ing the Hiſtory of the Jews, as it is ſet down in 
Scripture, muſt appear exceeding plain. They 
were a People tried with variety of Afictions, 
They had ſevere and long Times of Scarcity and 
Want, were waſted with conſuming Plague, and felt 
all the Miſeries and Terrors of moſt bloody Wars 
with their Neighbours ; and never did any of theſe 
Things happen to them, but they had Meſſages 
ſent them by their Prophets, that theſe were To- 
kens of a divine Diſpleaſure, deſign'd as a Cha- 
ſtiſement for their Sins, with a View that they ſnould 
leave and forſake them. What Jſaiab faith, 
chap. xxiv. g. is the Purport of what was gene- 
rally ſaid by them all, For becauſe the Earth is de- 
filed under the Inhabitants of it; becauſe they have 
tranſgreſſed the Laws, changed the Ordinances, bro- 
ken the everlaſting Covenant, therefore hath the 
Curſe devoured the Earth, and they that dwell therein 
are deſolate ; therefore the Inhabitants of the Earth 
ere hurt, and few Men left ; in the City is left De- 
folation, and the Gate is ſmitten with Deſtruftion, 
It may be ſaid there is no arguing in this Caſe, 
from the Fews to us Chriſtians: That they were 
under a Theocracy, and Gop's Covenant with 
them was founded on temporal Promiſes ; whereas 
we are under no ſuch Stipulations, but are directed 
to look higher, even to the Prize of our high 
Calling, which is reſerved for us in the Heavens. 
And *tis true, we are not to take the Marks of Love 
or Hatred, of a final Love or a final Hatred, from 
any Thing that is before us: But whether we meet 
with the one or the other, are to uſe them as a Mo- 
tive for our more diligent preſſing forward, to ob- 
tain the Joy that is ſet before us. But though this 
be true, this is no Argument why Gop, as he is 
the Governor of the World, may not ſo diſpoſe 
es I | Events, 
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Events, as by them either to curb or encourage 


the free Agency of Men, and ſo make the natural 
Courſe of Things ſubſervient to a moral Manage- 


ment. That Gop ſhould in a general Way make 
ſome Diſtinction even here, betwixt thoſe who 
ſerve him and thoſe who ſerve him nor, is a Point 
that is capable of very good Proof. In the firſt. 
Place, it is agreeable to our natural Notions of 


Things, as is evident from the Behaviour of many 


Perſons, who when in any Diſtreſs, and recollect- 
ing ſomet hing remarkably bad in their Conduct, 

have preſently look*d upon it as the immediate 
Infliction of Providence, for their Crimes. So 
Adonibezek, when he heard his own Sentence, re- 
flecting upon his former Cruelties to others, he 


immediately cried out, As have done fo the Lord 


hath rewarded me. So likewiſe Herod, ſenſible of _ 
the Injuſtice he was guilty of in beheading John, 
when he heard of ſomebody, though of 2 very 


different Name, that was come veſted with mira- 


culous Power, he could not be perſuaded but it 
was Fohn, fearing no doubt he would ſhortly pay 
him a Viſit, and inflict ſome ſignal Vengeance upon 
him. What theſe Men did, we in like Circum- 
ſtances ſhould do alſo; we ſee the Connection be- 


twixt ſuch a Behaviour and ſuch a Train of Think 


ing; and fancy upon ſuch Occaſions, that we ſnould 
feel ſuch like Emotions. —Farther, conſiſtent with 


what we feel in ourſelves, is what we ſee in the 


outward Frame and Conſtitution of the World. 


There is an effential Difference betwixt the Ten- 


dency of ſome Actions, and the Tendency of others. 


Peace and Wealth, and Honour, naturally follow : 


upon Virtue; and Want, Diſcord, and Diſgrace, 
as commonly upon Vice. Theſe Conſequences 
are not accidental and. precarious, they are really 


connected in the Nature and Order of Things, 
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and ſucceed (unleſs interrupted by. Violence) in 
the ſame way as Cauſe and Effect. If then from 
what naturally paſſeth in a Man's own Mind, and 
from what we obſerve in the outward. Frame and 
Conſtitution of Things, it is ſo reafonable to 
think that great Sins, even in private Life, ſhould 
meet with great Judgments, how much more rea- 
ſonable is it to ſuppole it to be ſo in publick ; and 
that Bodics and Societies of Men, when their Sins 
cry aloud, ſhould more ſeldom fail ta meet with 
a ſuitable Vengeance? The Remarkableneſs of 
their Sufferings may ſerve as an awful Memento 
both to themſelves and others, that ſo, whilſt they 
hear the Rod, they may fear that great and ter- 
rible Name, who alone doth all theſe Things. 
Now this, which it is thus reaſonable to think may 
be ſo, with reſpect to other Nations, as well as 
the Fews, the Scriptures have plainly told us is 
ſo. The ſeven Nations, upon whom the Children 
of Iſrael brought ſo dreadful a Deſtruction, had 
no ſpecial Covenant made with them, but were un- 
der the ſame common Government of Providence, 
that the other Inhabitants of the Earth were ; and 
yet it is ſaid, that when their Lands were laid waſte 
with War, and their Cities deſtroy*d with the Edge 
of the Sword, it was becauſe their Sins were grown 
reat, and they had filled up the Meaſure of their 
Iniquity. | „ 3 
In the Prophets, we read of the Word of the 
Lord being ſent expreſsly againſt the Gentiles, and 
Mention is there made of the Burden of Tyre, the 
Burden of Damaſcus, the Burden of Egypt, and 
this laid upon them, as Nations, for their immoral 
Behaviour. And, the fame thing is hinted to us 
in thoſe Words of Iſaiab, xlv. 1. where Gop calls 
Cyrus his Anointed : Since from hence, it plainly 
appears, that Cyrus had a ſpecial Commiſſion : 5g 
Ln” Gon, 


5 ( 11) ES: 
Gov, and that he was fent greatly to diſtreſs King- 


doms, probably the Mader, the Lydians, and the 


Balylonians, the better to bring them to a 
Senſe of Gop and themſelves. From whence 
therefore we may conclude, that Gop ruleth over 


other Kingdoms, as well as he did over the cs, 
and that when he bringeth upon a Land any of his 
ſore Juigments, it is for the Sins of the People, 


and the Iniquities of thoſe that dwell therein. 
Having thus ſhewn you what is meant by the 
JS eng of Got, and proved that there are 
ſuch Things, and ſhewn that they are ſent by Gow, 
to People and Nations, for the Puniſhment of their 
Sins: Let us ftop a little, and conſider how the 

Matter ſtands with us, and what we have Reafon 
to apprehend from the Manner wherein, of late 
Years, Gop hath dealt with us. Now, if we 
look back, to no very great Diſtance, we fhall per- 
ceive the View to be gloomy enough. We have 
felt Variety of Affliction, and many and great are 
the Troubles which Gop hath ſhewed us. Not 
to mention the foreign War we are engaged 1n, 


(which from Beginnings talked of indeed, but lit- 


_ tle laid to Heart, is, in its Progreſs, become 

dangerous and expenſive) we have had many do- 
meſtick Evils. But a few Years ago, Gop open'd 
the Treaſures of his Snow, and lock*d up the 
Earth and the Rivers with his Froſt. There was 
neither Graſs for the Cattle, nor green Herb for 
the Service of Men; but ſuch was the Rigour 
of the Seaſon, that Numbers of both periſhed with 
the Cold, After this he ſhut up the Heavens that 
there was no Rain, and conſumed us with Drought; 


he ſuffer*d not our Cattle to increaſe, but ſent 
Leanneſs into our Soul, and deftroy*d the Proviſion 
of Bread. And though this did not amount to a 
general Famine, yet was it little leſs in ſome 3 
1 2 and 


1 
and ſeverely felt in all.— And when this Calamity 
was removed, and plentiful Seaſons ſucceeded, Gop 
ſeemed to ſend his deſtroying Angel amongſt us, 
and whiiſt the Meat was in our Mouths, to have 


cut down the healthieſt amongſt us. A general 


Sicklineſs ſpread itſelf over moſt Parts of England, 
inſomuch that by the Bills of this City alone, 
there appears to have died, in that Year, betwixt 
thirty and forty Thouſand, - And though this did 
not ſeem to carry with it all the Rage of a Peſti- 


lence, yet ſuch a Degree of Rage it did carry 


with it, as much commanded the Attention of 
that Time, and ought not to be forgotten by us 
now,—And though all this is come upon ys for 
our evil Deeds, yet Gop's Anger doth not ſeem 
to be turned away, but his Arm is ſtretched 
out ſtill, For many Months together, a moſt con- 


tagious Diſtemper hath been amongſt the horned 


Cattle, and great are the Numbers that have been 
ſwept away by it, Unchecked by all the Methods 


that hitherto have been found out, it hath kept ſpread- 


ing and increaſing, till now the Cry is grown general, 
at leaſt in the Parts adjacent, and there is ſcarce 


a Place, whether Up-lands, or Low-lands, Mea- 
dos, or Paſtures, where, in the Language of Joel, 


The Beaſts do not groan, and the Herds of Cattle are 
not perplexed, i. e. deſtroyed. How far this may 
ſpread, or where it may end, we can no more tell, 


than how it began; Gop only knows, and he 


alone muſt determine that. It may be an Intro- 
duction to much ſorer Evils, and the Mortali 

amongſt the Cattle may be followed by a like Mor- 
tality amongſt Men. But however this be, without 


. conſidering what may happen, the Malady already 
is great in itſelf, and the Hand of Gop is viſibly 


in it: And what completes the whole, and adds 


Hill co the Gloomineſs of our preſent Circum- 


_ ſtances, 


(13) 


ſtances, is the very wicked and unnatural Rebel- 


lion, which is now broke out amongſt us. It is true, 
the Horror of this at preſent is ſomewhat abated, 
ſince it is removed to a greater Diſtance ; but it 
would be wrong to think the Danger is over, whilſt 
we are threatened with ſuch a formidable Invaſion 
to ſupport it. 


Upon a Review then, this being our Caſe, I hope ; 


we may, without being expoſed to the impious 
| Scorn and Wit of vain Men, be permitted to 
ſpeak of Gop's Dealings with this Nation, as 
fadgments upon it, and in Conſequence of that, 
make this an Argument, why we ſhould-imme- 


diately think of acting as becomes us upon this Oc- 


caſion, and enter into thoſe Meaſures which are 
the moſt likely to preſerve us, to hide, and cover 
us as it were for a Moment, until this Indignation 
is over-paſt? Which brings me to the 

Third Head of my Diſcourſe, viz. to ſhew you 


what ought to be our Behaviour, more eſpecially 
at ſuch a Time as this. And this we are directed 


to in theſe Words, Learn Righteouſneſs. 
By Righteouſneſs I take it here is meant the whole 
Compaſs of human Duty, that Rule of Right 


whereby as reaſonable Creatures we ſhould govern 


ourſelyes in all our Actions, both with reſpect to 
Gop and Man. What it requires of us with re- 
ſpect to Goo, is that we ſhould live in a conſtant 
Dependance upon, and Reſignation to his Provi- 
dence, and in a ſincere Endeavour to walk in all 
his Commandments blameleſs : As Men, that we 
ſhould faithfully diſcharge the Duties ariſing from 
the ſeveral Stations and Conditions of Life we are 


in: If married, that we ſhould preſerve that ſacred 


Bond inviolable, and act in all Things. as becomes 


that Relation; the Huſbands treating their Wives 


with Love, Tenderneſs, and Re! pet; and the 
| Wives 


ne 
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E 
Wives returning it back in the amiable Ways of 
a winning Obedience. If ſingle, that we ſhould be 


tempefate in all Things, avoid all Filthineſs of 


Converſation, and keep ourſelves unſpotted from 
the World. — If Parents, chat we fhould fhew a 
good Example in our Families, and bring up our 

Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Tord. —If Children, that we ſhould pay them Ho- 

nour, ſtudy by our little Services to pleaſe them, 
and order our Behaviour ſaitably to their Directions. 
If Mafters, that we ſhould do what is juſt and 
equal to our Servants, not churliſh, moroſe, and 
cruel, but treating them as we ſhould like to be 
treated ourſelves, knowing that we alfo have a 


Maſter in Heaven, —If Servants, that we ſhould 
be faithful to our Truſt, diſcharging our Duty not 


with Eye-fervice, but from a real Principle of Ho- 
neſty; not as by Conſtraint, but with an hearty 
good Will.—And as to the reſt of Mankind, whe- 
ther we have Dealings with them, or Acquaintance 
only, or whatever our Intercourſes with them are, 


behaving towards all with Juftice, Candour, and 


8 25 

But becauſe there are ſome Things wherein, as a 
Body or Society of Men, we are more generally 
deficient than in others; becauſe too, though 
it would be a very great Preſumption to ſay for 


what particular Sin or Sinners Gop's Judments are 


brought upon us; yet fince it is moſt likely that ge- 
neral Judgments ſhould be ſent upon account of 
Sins that are generally committed ; therefore in all 
Inftances of this Nature, we ſhould be more par- 
ricularly careful ro put away from us the accurſed 
Thing, and to reform. ; 2 

Thus whereas Infidelity hath of late Years pre- 
vailed among us to a Degree unknown to former 


Ages, and Men (as it would ſeem) without give - 


ing 


„ „ „ „ e r Ad .; zz. 


(1) 
ing themſelves the Trouble of examining, into the 
Grounds of the Chriſtian | Reſign, have t treated it 


as a Fable, and rejected it with Scorn : If we, out 
. of a certain Wantonneſs, or Levity of Diſpoſition, 
have either been Authors or Encouragers of fuch 
Schemes, we ought to return to a greater Seriouſ- 
neſs and Gravity of Temper, diſclaim the Ac- 
quaintance, and the Counſels of ſuch Men, and 
ſtrive to do Honour to that holy Name which we 
have ſo impiquſly blaſbhemed. For Infidelity, 
whether we Know it or not, is an heinous Sin. 

is the ſame thing among Chriſtians, that going after 
other Gods was amongſt the Jetus; as they rejected 
thereby the true Gop, ſo this is rejecting our only 
Saviour; and if under that Diſpenſation they re- 
ceived a juſt Recampence of Reward for it, how 
can we ever hope ta eſtape, if we neglet# [0 en 

Salvation EF 

Again, Swearing, is another very general Sin 
among us, It is grievous, to ſee how much it 
prevails amongſt all forts of People, more particu- 
larly amongſt the lower Sort, from whom, upon 
any trifling Diſpute, you hear little elſe ; but even 
in publick, in the very Streets, are ſhocked with 
the moſt hortid Oaths 'and Imprecations. The 
ill Effects of this do not ſtop here, but are felt in 
the Courts of Juſtice, This Irreverence ſhewn to 
the Name of Gop, begets a Diſregard to, and a 
Careleſsneſs about the Promiſes we make, or the 
Truth of what we declare in his Name, infomuch 
that this common Swearing is attended with much 
falſe Swearing, and an Oath concerning Property 
is amongſt ſuch fort of People as little minded, as 
any other Oath, This then we ſhould carefully 
avoid in ourſelves, and openly diſcourage in others. 
For, ſurely it is a moſt crying Sin, and we may 


well dread the Conſequerice of it, ſince Gor hath. 
| declared 
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5 declared in one Place that he will not hold ſuch 


Men guiltleſs, and in another by * of fvearing 


the Land mourneth. 
Another Evil that hath been creeping and 


ſpreading amongſt us, is the very looſe, or rather 
irreligious Manner of obſerving the Sabbath-Day. 
Inſtead of a Day of Religion, it is now made a 


Day of Pleaſure, nay (and ſo far as Men dare for 


the Penalty of the Law) of Buſineſs too. Inſtead of 
ſerving Gop, either Men are contriving toentertain 
or be entertained by their Friends, or when they 
ſhould be examining into the Affairs of their Souls, 
are wholly employed in managing and ſettling, their 
Affairs of the World. But theſe Things former- 
ly uſed not ſo to be. Our Forefathers were a 

rave, religious Race of Men. They had neither 

ecourſe to Buſineſs, nor Pleaſure ; to Cards, nor 


other fooliſh Diverſions, to while it away; but 
they obſerved it in a Manner ſuitable to the Na- 


ture of ic, in publick Worſhip, and private Devo- 
tion; in reading the Scriptures, and in meditate- 
ing upon Gop's amazing Works of Creation and Re- 

dempion, or in doing good Offices of Charity and - 
Humanity. And ſo muſt we, we muſt remem- 
ber from whence we are fallen, and do our firſt 


Works, otherwiſe we ſhall certainly fare the worſe. 


It isa very aweful Introduction to the Fourth Com- 


mandment, where Gop ſaith, Remember the Sab- 


bath-Day, to keep it holy, eſpecially when by the 
Puniſhments he inflicted on the Jews for their 
Neglect, he hath taught us, that it is at our Peril 
if we forget it. 
The laſt Thing I ſhall mention, as an Inſtance 
where we ſeem greatly wanting, is Humility, We 
have had (excepting ſome few Interruptions of late) 


a long Run of Plenty and Proſperity ; and this Na- 
tion for theſe FiftyYears and more hath been grow- 


ing 


4 9 
ing rich and powerful to a great Degree: Now 
; what the Plalenif obſerved ks Time, that Man 
being in Honour hath no Under ſtanding, may I doubt 
be too truely ſaid of us, that we being rich, and in 
Honour, have not had that proper Underſtanding of 
ourſelves and of our Mercies we ought to have had. 
Inſtead of looking up to Gov, and reverently ac- 
knowledging him as the Author and Giver of all 
good Gifts, we have, both in our Speeches and Acti- 
ons, been proud againſt the Lord, and have aſcribed 
our Greatneſs too much to, and depended too much 
upon, ourſelves, We have truſted in our Wealth, 
and boaſted in the multitude of our Riches, think - 
ing our Hill was made ſo ſtrong we ſhould never 
be moved, This hath led us into many hurtful 
and fooliſh Practices. We have given a looſe to 
Pleaſure, fo that we are in a manner loſt in Volup- 
tuouſneſs. - In the Language of the Prophet, we 
bave filled aur ſelves with coftly Wine, and anointed 
_ ourſehves with the chief Ointments ; we have eat the 
Lambs out of the Flock, and the Calves out of the 
midſt of the Stall; we have chanted to the Sound of 
the Viol, and have took to ourſelves many Inſtruments 
of Muſick; fo that we are become weakened in our 
Strength, and effeminate in our Manners. This 
which hath debaſed us as Men, hath corrupted us 
as Subjects; it hath made us diſcontented, mur- 


muring, and factious. Impatient of Reſtraint, ve 


have been talking up for Liberty, till we were got 
upon the very Borders of Licentiouſneſs. Our le- 
gal Government we have thought of, not ſo much 
with a View of keeping it, as of mending it, in 
which had we been permitted to go on, like Empi- 
ricks in other Trades, for one Hole we ſhould have 
ſtopped, we ſhould have made ten. Our Goyernours | 
we have treated with a Familiarity ſavouring too 
much of Contempt, very freely talking over 
"2 wg. CE their 
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their whole Adminiſtration :; - ſometimes blaming 
them for doing too much, at other times for doing 
too little; cenſuring this Meaſure, and condemning 
that, whilſt the Thing we have been debating, per- 
haps we either knew nothing of, or judged wrong con- 
cerning it; ſo that when che Matter hath come to 
be fairly ſtated, the impartial World hath general- 
ly, if nooglways ſeen, the Truth, and Fitneſs, and 
Propriety of the Thi to be all on the other Side. 
In this way we hafe been ſquabbling ſo long, and 
have carried on our home Diſputes. with ſo much 
Animoſity, that it may juſtly be feared our com- 
mon Enemies thought wickedly, that we were ſuch 
ones as themſelves, and ripe to ſubmit to the 
Yoak that they had prepared for us. But, Thanks 
be to Gop, we have very handſomely reproved 
them, and I hope in Time ſhall be able 70 ſet be- 
fare them in order the Things which they have done, 
We have ſhewed them, that they were miſtaken, 
that our Diſaffection, though ſeemingly great, had 
not reached the Heart, but that we are untainted 
in our Allegiance. However, as what theſe Ene- 
mies of our Peace have done, and are ſtill doing, 
ſufficiently ſhews us whereunto theſe Bickerings of 
ours do grow, and ſince in this great Calamity we 
labour under, we may clearly ſee our Sin, it is 
to be hoped this will teach us Wiſdom for the 
future, that every Man will ſmite upon his Breaſt 
and ſay, What have I done? And wherein he finds 
he hath done amiſs, reſolve that he will do ſo no 
more. Particularly that we ſhall truſt leſs in our 
ſelves, and more in Gop ; that we ſhall return 
to a greater Gravity and Seriouſneſs of Temper ; 
bring down our high Looks, and lower the Haughti- 
neſs of our Spirit, whereof hath come ſo much 
Squabbling and Contention ; that we ſhall be 


more eaſy and contented with what we e have ; ; 
quet 


(490. 
quiet and peaceable one among another, and zcal- 
ouſly pay all dutiful Obedience to his Majeſty. 
Not vainly and conceitedly aiming at, and meddle- 

ing with, Things that are above us, but having our 

Vvhole Conduct ſeaſon'd with Humility, that truly 
Chriſtian Grace, which when rightly underſtood, 
and duly practiſed, is highly acceptable to Gov, | 
and approved of Men. 
This is that Leſſon of Righteouſneſs which the 
Propbet ſaith, when God's Judgments are abroad in the 
Earib Men ſhould learn; what therefore we, who have 
felt them in ſuch various Ways, ſnould more particu- 
larly think ourſelves obliged to. The foreign War we 
are engaged in, the Sufferings ſince the Commence- 
ment of that we have undergone, and the preſent 
Mortality amongſt our Cattle, are indeed aweful 
Diſpenſations to induce us to be thoughtful and 
religious; but theſe, though very terrible, are far 
exceeded by that of a Rebellion of Subjects againſt 
their Prince. It is true, all Rehellions: are not 
alike, and this we hope will not be of any fatal 
Conſequence, But ftill, blown up and ſupported 
as it is by France, there is Reaſon enough for us 
to be fearful and jealous about it, fince, as they 
_ exert themſelves much to promote it, ſo if it 
ſhould proſper, the Conſequences would be huge- 
ly ruinous. Of all Gop's Judgments that befall a 
5 Nation, that of a E Rebellion is the 
worlt. 

Famine and Peſtilence, doubtleſs, are very diſ- 
maying; but as theſe are more immediately the 
Act o Go p, without the Agency or Interpoſition 
of Man, there is no one, I believe, but with David 
would wiſh, if he muſt ſuffer, That he might 
| ſuffer by theſe rather than the other. Thinking it 
much better to fall into the Hand of Gop (for his 


Mercies are great) than to fall into the Hand of 
G2 Men. 


Men. Of theſe Men x more ef pecially, fince they 
are ſuch a Collection, as, ſince 4 Irruption of the 
Gaths and Vandals, were never let looſe to ſubvert a 


Nation. The meaner Part of them are all Sons of 
Violence, bred up from their Infancy in Idleneſs, 
Thievery, and Cruelty ; untrain*d by Education of 


any Sort, ſavage in their Manners, and ready for 
any Wickedneſs their Chiefs may put them upon. 
Theſe Chiefs, ſome of them Men of deſperate For- 


tunes, none of them of any very conſiderable ones; 


ſome in Violation of their oaths, others with Cir- 


cumſtances of the moſt ſhameful Ingratitude; all, 
notwithſtanding an Acquieſcence of. many Years, 
and claiming the Protection of the Laws, which 
according to the Rules of good Faith ſhould oblige 


them to a far different Be viour, united under 2 


Head, whoſe avow'd Deſign is nothing leſs than to 
ſubvert the preſent happyEſtabliſhment, and ſet his 


Father or himſelf Upon the Throne of theſe King- | 


doms, 

This being the Caſe what i is there ſo nbi we 
may not expect from it? To ſay nothing of the 
many Miſeries (Specimens of which in CNS De- 
1 2 we have already had) we ſhall ſee and feel 

efore that fatal Day: Families ruin'd, Houſes 
burnt, Towns plunder'd, - -and that frightful Sea of 
Blood he muſt wade through, *ere Wa arrives to. the 
End he aims at. To paſs over theſe, as only the 


eginnings of Sorrows, much worſe would oy in 


Reſerve for us, and would follow after. The 


Throne which he had thus ſeized on by Force, he 


would have no other Way of keeping but by 
Force; by which Means we ſhould feel ourſelves un- 
dex all the Unhappineſſes of a real Tyranny. The 
Eftates of great Part of the Kingdom would be 


reader'd precarious, the Money'd ones all diſſipated, 


and * ed ones (of Proteſtants eſpecially) un- 


der 
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ſupply his own Wants, or thoſe of ſome hungry 
Favourite: Even the Perſons. of People of any Pro- 
would be inſecure; inſomurh that the very 


pA of thoſe Days of Liberty, in which heretofore 
we were faclamorous, and fo full of Complaints, 
we ſhould reckon among thoſe of the GoldenAge, 
inCompariſon of the very beſt of this Iron one, which 
yet we ſhould be obliged to bear, without, being 
indulged the Liberty of a Groan. But bad as this is, 
we ſhould ſtill feel worſe. As if it was not enough 
to enſlave our Bodies, we ſhould be enflayed in our 
Minds, and together with an abſolute Power ſhould 
have Popery too impoſed. upon us. For this you 
may depend upon, Wherever the Papiſts get the 
upper hand, There, in Time, and by Degrees, will Po- 
pery follow after; it being a Tenet univerſally im- 
bibed, and bound upon them by the conſentient 
Judgment of their moſt learned Men, to extend 
their Religion as wide as their Conqueſt. And 
what is 9 — Method of extending it? Is it by 
Mildneſs and Argument, and Perſuaſion? No, 
then we ſhould have little to complain of from 
them. Poſſeſſed as they are with a Notion of theirs 
being the only Way of Salvation, one would not 
wonder to fee them deſirous that all Men ſhould 
embrace it: One ſhould rather thank them, if in 
their great Charity for us, they in proper Ways re- 
minded us of what they think our Error, and ſhew*d 
a Willingneſs not to /uffer Sin upon us. But hope 
not, from Papiſts, for this Kind of Treatment: 
Hope not, from the Peaceableneſs and Inoffenſive- 
neſs of your Behaviour, to ſoften them, or from the 
evident Reaſonableneſs of what you have to offer, 
that they will ſuffer you to be quiet: They will be 
deaf to the one, and blind to the other: Your Rea- 
ſoning they wont hear, and the Peaceableneſs and 
ä | Gentleneſs 
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Gentlenef of your Behaviour they wont ſee. The 
Point dene they call your Converſion, and 
that muſt be ſecured at any Rate; and when other 
Methods fail, Force, as it is the ſhorteſt Way, ſo 
is it the moſt commonly made uſe of. Mildnek 
and Argument are tedious Ways of Conviction, and 
by Experience have been found unſucceſsful too: 
No way ſo effectual to filence ſuch Adverſaries as 
Force, or to make them recant, as Puniſhment; 
and theſe they never fail to apply upon all proper 
Occaſions: So that we might expect the Proteſtant 
Cauſe in this Nation would be entirely broken, 
and that we muſt all reſiſt, either to Impriſonment, 
Baniſhment, or Death; or elſe ſubmit to the Popiſh 
Religion; a Religion perhaps the worſt that is 
profeſſed upon the Face of the Earth. I do not 
ſay, that it is worſe than no Religion, becauſe were 
there to be nothing of this ſort among Men, I do 
not ſee how they Soul differ from Beaſts of Prey; 
and when once they were ſunk thus low, it is not 
worth the Inquiry whether they are capable of be- 
ing made to ſink any lower. But this I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that it is much worſe than the very 
worſt Scheme I ever yet ſaw advanced by the very 
worſt Heathen that ever believed a Gop. The Ab- 

ſurdity of ſome Things which they inſiſt upon to 
be believed, viz, Infallibility and Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, are what no Man, that attends to his Reaſon, 
can aſſent to; and the Impiety of ſome of their 

Doctrines, ſuch as no Man of any Honeſty can 
practiſe. To paſs over what their noted Caſuiſts 
teach, concerning the Knowledge, Love, and Wor- 
* ſhip of Gop, and the Love due to our Neigh- 
< bours z concerning Sins of Ignorance, and wilful 
Sins; concerning precipitant Abſolutions, vain 
** Swearing, Concupiſcence, and the ſenſual Plea- 


e ſures; concerning looſe Converſation, and laſci- 
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4 yious Behaviour; concerning Luxury, Gluttony, 
« Drunkenneſs, and the Murder of Kings: Io 


paſs over all theſe, which they have explained i inſuch _ 


a Manner, as quite to undermine the whole Syſtem 

of Morality, I ſhall only obſerve at preſent, that they. 
teach as the Word of God, that Faith , Vows, Promi- 
ſes, Oaths, all may be broke; nay, that *tis a Man's 


Duty to break them, when they ſtand in Competi- 


tion with the Intereſts of the Church, TheſeTenets 
it muſt be confeſſed they have theModeſty not always 
to be talking of and Publiſhing, but then thou 2 
often charged with them, they never had 

Goodneſs to diſown them. They have been ARR 
and confirmed by the Pope, 00 two ſeveral Coun- 


cils; they have been publickly defended by their 
greateſt Men, and by their Practice, upon any fit- 
ing Occaſion, they have given us but too much 


Reaſon to think that the Generality of them VOY 
cordially believe them. 


It is ſtrange, that Proteſtants ſhould not tbe more 
alarmed with theſe Things, and that there ſhould 


be any ſo weak aniongft them as to think, that be- 
cauſe the Pretender's Son is ſaid to have promiſed 
an univerſal Toleration, that therefore. they ſhall 
have no Trouble on this Score, bur ſhall be allowed 
to worſhip Gop every one according to his own 


Conſcience: For as I obſerv'd to you about two. 
Months ago, it is not likely that conſidering his 
Education, and the many Hardſhips which to be 
ſure he thinks he and his Family have ſuffered 
from us, that herein he ſhould ſpeak his real Sen- 
timents: Or if theſe are the Sentiments of his 
Mind, it is not likely that he ſhould abide by them, 


when (if he is a Papiſt) he muſt believe he is do- 


ing Gop good Service by acting contrary to them, 
and that by ruining Proteſtantiſm, he is purchaſing 


Heaven, When too he will have thoſe about 48 | 
Ow 
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aàłted as if he believed, that his All, his Glory here, 
and his Happineſs hereafter, depended upon his 
eſtabliſhing Popery in theſe Kingdoms. And *twas 
not his Reſentments, for no one then had provoked 
him; nor a Regard to his Safety, for that was then 
in no danger; but merely his Religion that made 
him do all this, This metamorphoſed the Man, and 
turned him into quite another Creature ; from be- 
ing a Lover of his Ward, this made him avowedly 
and without Diſguiſe to act contrary to his Oath, 
and to exchange the amiable Title of Fames the 
75 for the odious one of Tyrant and Oppreſſor. 
The ſame Effect his Religion had upon him, the 
ſame it will have upon others. They in his Cir- 
cumſtances will act as he did; and it would be Folly 
beyond Expreſſion, by any ſmooth and fair Ap- 
pearances, to ſuffer oufſelves to be lull'd into a 
fatal Security, and to hope for Peace, when both 
Reaſon and Experience tell us, that under ſuch Men, 
actuated by ſuch Principles, there can be no _ : 
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And now my Brethren, this Rebellion es 2 
an ſo big with Evils, and it being ſent us 
Gop for our Sins, let us pauſe a little and 


conſider it well: Let us commune with our own 
Heart, not only here, but at home, in our Cham- 


ber, and upon our Bed, and be ſtill. And then 


let us ſtand in awe, and fin not. Let us do this, 
and the Danger would ſoon be over, poſſibly with 
our Country, but moſt certainly with ourſelves. 


We might then hope Gop would turn from the 


' Fierceneſs of his Anger, and be gracious to his 


3 A national Repentance had this Effect 


once, and why may it not have the ſame Effect 


now? He is the ſame good Gop ſtill, flow to 


come to Extremities, and of great Pity; and if 


we would but turn to him, and put away the Vio- 


lence that is in our Hands, he allo, it is likely, 


would recede from the Evil which otherwiſe he 


may have deſigned us, and embrace us with Mercy 
Inſtead of Judg zment. 


But if this ſhould not be fo if theDecree odd he 


gone forth, and the Day ſhould be come, when we 
mult paſ5 as the Chaff before the fierce Anger of the 
Lord; yet be aſſured of this, that all ye whowith 


| Meckneſs have wrought Fudgment, and ſought Righte- 


ouſneſs, ſhall have Gop's Bleſſing; it may be ye 


ſhall be hid in this Day of his Anger; but moſt 


certainly ye ſhall be n in the Day of the 
Lord Jeſus. | 
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